Recognizing pine beetle injury

Pine beetles have been present in
the region for many years.
R The Western pine beetle and the }
: % red turpentine beetle are seen on
ponderosa pines growing in lower /
§ valleys. The mountain pine beetle =
| is more frequent on lodgepole
8 pines growing in mountain areas.
If you have a pine tree on your
property, please take a moment to
i learn more about the pine beetles, B¢
their visible damage, and practices &
appropriate for your site. |

About pine beetles

As bark beetle adults enter
through the bark, the tree
attempts to “pitch out” the
insects by flooding the gallery
with sap.

The damage is visible from the
outside as a circular hole, about
the diameter of a pencil, mixed
with sap (picture to left).

Generally, white pitch
indicates the tree is healthy and
fighting the bark beetle. Red
pitch (sap mixed with sawdust)
indicates the beetle has reached
the inside wood.

Practices to minimize pine beetle damage
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